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composed of beings of the same nature. From,

the necessity of seeking or avoiding each other,

a succession ofcommon movements will follow,

from which frequently some work will result

that has the appearance of having been con

ceived, conducted, and executed with iii1eI1i

gence. Thus the labours of the bee, which

in a given place, such as a hive, or the hollow

of an old tree, forms its own cell; those of

the Cayenne fly, which is not only the archi.

tect of its own cell but ilie hive which is to

contain it, are labours purely mechanical, and

suppose no intelligence, no concerted project,

no general views, but nothing more than phy-

sical necessities. A result of common

move-ments,is at all times and places, performed

in the same manner, by a swarm of little

creatures not assembled from choice, but

united by the force of nature. It is not society

but numbers that operate in this case; it is a

blind power which cannot be compared to that

light by which all society is directed; I speak

not of that pure light, that ray of divinity
which has been communicated to man alone,

and of which the beaver is certainly as desti

tute as any other animal. As their society is

formed rather by a kind of choice than nc

essify, so it supposes at least a general cone

currcnce
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