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earrence and common views ; it implies also a
beam of intelligence, which, though widely dif-
ferent from {hat of man in principle, produces
eflects so similar as to warrant a comparison,
not indeed with society, as it is found among
civilized nations, but as it appears among
savages just emerging from absolute solitude ;
a socicty which, with propriety, can alone be
compared with that of animals.

Let us then examine the produce of these
societies, let us inquire how far the art of the
savage exfends, and where the talents of the
beaver is limited. T'o break down a branch,
to use it as a staff, to build a hut and cover it
with leaves for shelter, to collect moss or hay,
and to make a bed of them, are acts common
to the animal and to the savage. To rub a
stone so as to render it an edged instrument for
cutting or stripping the bark of trees, for
sharpening arrows, for flaying an animal, in
order to make a covering of its skin ; to make
bow-strings of its sinews, to fix those sinews
to a thorn or bone, and use them as necedles
and thread, these are acts which may all be
performed by a man in a state of solitude, and
without assistance from others, since they de-
pend solely on his conformation, and onl y sup-
posc him to haye the use of his hands. But,
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