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equal number. Moderately speaking, there

fore, their society may be said frequently to

consist of 150 or 200, who having at first ex

erted their united industry in raising a great

public work, afterwards form themselves

into different bodies to construct private ha

bitations.

However numerous the society may be, peace

and good order are uniformly maintained; their

union is strengthened by a common quantity

oftoil, and confirmed by the conveniences they

have jointly procured; and the abundance of

provisions which they amass and consume to

gether, render them happy within themselves.

Having moderate appetites, and an aversion to

flesh and blood, they have not the smallest pro

pensity th hostilities or rapine, but actually en

joy all those blessings which man knows only

how to desire. Friends, to each other, if they

have threatened enemies abroad they know how

o avoid them; and on the first alarm they

give notice of their mutual danger by striking
the water with their tail, the sound of wliih

is heard in their most distant dwellings; ininie

diatcly each provides for himself as he thinks

most expedient; some plunge into the water,

others conceal themselves within the walls. of

tbcii own habitatioz, hicl is in no danger

but
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