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first discovered, the latest missionaries and
travellers, who have visited the northern
parts of that continent, unanimously concur in
having met with then.

Weare told by these that, besides the bea-
vers who live in societies, there are others
which lcad a life of solitude; having been
rejected from the body, for being guilty of
some crime against it, and therefore are not
allowed to partake of its ad vantages ;: they have
neither house ner magazine, and are forced to
live, like the badger, in holes under ground.
They arc casily distinguished, from their coats
being always dirty, and their hair rubbed off
by the {riction of the carth. Like theotters they
inhabit the edge of rivers, where some of them
dig a ditch scveral feetdeep, in order {o make
a pond that may reach to the mouth of their
hole, which has an internal ascent ; there are,
however, others which live at a considerable
distance from the water. All the European
beavers are solitary, and their fur is by no
means so fine as that of those who live in so-
ciety. They differ in colour according to the
climatethey inhabit. In the northern countrics
they areblack,and those are thefinest, although
among those there are some found entirely

white, some grey, and others with red spots.
The
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