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The further they are removed from the north

the more bright and varied we find their co

lour. In the north part of Canada they are

chcsnnt, arid among the Illinois they are yel

low, or olive-coloured. There are beavers in

America from the 30th degree of north latitude

to beyond the 60th. They are common in the

north part, and gradually decrease towards I lie

south. This is aho the case in the Old Con

tinent ; we never find them inimerous exce1)t

in the northern countries ; in France, Spain,

Italy, Greece, and Egypt, they are very rare.

They were known to the ancients, and by the

religion of the Magi it was forbidden to kill

them. Upon the borders of the Euxine sea

they were common, and were called canes poi2

lici; but it is probable they did not enjoy much

tranquillity in the neighbourhood of this sea,

(which from the earliest time has been fre

quented by mankind) since none of the an

cients speak either of their society or labours.

.iEhian, in particular, who had such a

sity to the marvellous, and who I believe was

the first who mentioned their dismembering

themselves to delay the hunters, would never

Lave omitted enlarging on the wonders of their

republic, and genius for architecture. Would

Pliny, whose bold, gloomy, and sublime genius

was
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