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the stagnant water at the bottom of them, yet

no sooner did he see the light of the torches,

which were brought to search for him, than.

lie returned, and suffered himself to be taken

witliout I he smallest resistance. He is familiar

without fitwiting, and is sure to ask for some..

thing to eat from those lie sees at table, which

lie does by a small plaintive cry, and some

gestures with his fore paws. When he ob

tain,; a morsel lie carries it off and conceals it,

that he may eat it at his ease. He sleeps pretty

often, and then lies upon his belly. No food

comes amiss to him, meat excepted, which he

constanily refuses either raw or dressed. He

gnas every thing he comes near, and it was

found necessary to line with tin the barrel in

'which lie was brought over.

Though the beavers prefer the borders of

lakes, rivers, and other fresh waters, yet they

are sometimes fund on the sea-shores, especial..

ly mediterranean gulphs, which receive great

rivers, and where the waters are less salt. They
are professed enennes to the otters, whom they
hunt, and will not even permit them to appear
in the walers which I hey freq ueiit. The fur ofihe

beaver is more beautiful and thick than that of

the otter ; it is composed of two sorts of hair,

the one short., bushy, soft as down, and unpe.

netrable
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