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but if we consider that the sow-badger, of

which hunters speak, is supposed to be found

in France, and even in some colder climates of

Europe, and that, on the contrary, the coati is

only -known in the southern parts of America,

this idea must he rejected, as having no founda

tion to support it; as the figure given by Al

drovandus is nothing more than a badger, to

which the snout of a hog has been added

That author does not say this taxus suillus was

drawn from Nature, nor does lie give any de-

scription of the animal itself; and indeed the

snout alone of the coati is sufficient to distin

guish it from any other cjuadruped.

The coati has a practice of gnawing his

own tail, which, when not mutilated, is longer
than his body, and which be generally rears

aloft, and moves with ease in any direction.

This seemingly unnatumi taste of gnawing
their tails is not peculiar to the coati, for some

monkies, and other animals with long tails,

frequently shorten them a fourth, or even one

third, by eating the flesh nd thejoints. From

this circumstance a general inference may be

drawn, namely, that in very long members, the

extremities ofwhich must
consequently be very

remote from the centre ofsensation, the feeling
must be weak, and the more so the greater the

distance
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