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degree of their ferocity depends on the degree

of heat is, that in the sit me country, thosewhich.

inhabit the high mountains, where the air is

tern perate, are ci ifferent in (1 isposit ion from those

that. d well in. the plains, where the heat is exccs

sive. The lions of Mount Atlas, of which the

top is somehines covered with snow have nei

ther the boldness, strength, nor ferocity of the

lions of Biledulgerid, or the desart of Zaara,

whose plains are covered with burning sands.

It is principally in these burning desarts that

those terrible lions are found which are the

dread oftravellers and the scourgeofneighbour

ing provinces. Happily for man this species

is not numerous, and scenis to diminish dally;

for those who have travelled through this part

of Africa affirm they are by no means so nu

merous flow as they were formerly ; and Mr.

Shaw, in his travels, says, the Ionians drew

fifty times as many lions from Lybia, to com-

bat in their amphitheatres, as are now to be

found in the whole country. It is also re

marked, that in Turkey, Persia, arid India,

lions are much less numerous than they were

in ancient times.' Since this animal preys on

every other species of quadruped, and is him.,

self the prey of none, it is obvious that its (1e

crease can only be occasioned by the increase

of
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