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lie is brave only in proportion to the success of

his encounters. In the vast desarts ofZaara, in

the burning sands which separate Mauritania

and Negro-land, and in all the desarts of Asia

and Africa, where man has disdained to fix his

habitation, lions are still numerous and pre-.

serve their natural force and courage. Accus

tomed to measure their strength with every

animal they meet, the habit of conquering ren

ders them intrepid and terrible. Having never

experienced the power of man, they have no

apprehension of him, but boldly face and hold

him in defiance. Wounds enrage, without

repressing their ardour; they are not daunted

even by the appearance of numbers. A single

lion of the desartoften attacks a whole caravan,

and if, after an obslinate engagement, he finds

himselfoverpowered, instead of flying, he re

treats fighting, and faces the enemy to the last.

On the contrary, those lions which inhabit the

peopled countries of Morocco, or India, having
become acquainted with man, and experienced
the superiority of his arms, have lost their na

tive courage to snch a degree, that hey are

to be scared away with a shout, and seldom

attack any but the unresisting flocks and hi erds,

which even women and children are sufficient

to protect against them.

This alteration, this amelioration in the dis

position
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