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thouh they mention lions bcing brought forth

in FL retce and Ntt pies, are silent as to the

time ofgestal ion in the lion ness, the size ofthe

young, when vJichped, and the degrees of their

growth. Ehiaii says .hie goes only two months,

while Phulostratus and Edward \Vottcn affirm

it to be six. I think the latter opinion i

nearest the truth, because the lion is an animal

of oreat mantudc, and in general the time of

gestation is longer arno!Ig the large than the

small species. Thus it is also wili the growth

of th.e body. Both ancients and moderns allow.

that the new-born lion is not bigger than the

weasel, that is from six to seven inches long ;

if so, several years must elapse before he cart

increase to eight or nine feet. It is also said

that they cannot walk before they are tw

months old. But, without giving entire credit

to these assertions, we may with probability

presume, from the largeness of the size, that

he is three or four years in acquiring his full

growth, an(i that lie consequently lives to about

the age of twenty-five. The Sieur (IC St.

Marlin, master o the bull-fight-sat, l.aris, wh

willingly communicated to me the observation

lie had made upon the lions which. he reared,

assured me that he has kept lions for fl tiecn or.

sixteen years, arid that be does not believe they

live above the age of twenty or twenty-two.
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