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But it must be evident the want of exercise,

constraint, and irksomeness ofsjtuffl ion tothose

which,-ire. in confinement, must impair health

and shorten life.

In two different parts of his treatise on ani

mals, Aristotle states that the lioness produces

five or six Whelps at her first litter, four or five

at the second, three or four at the third, two or

three at the fourth, and one or two at the fifth,

and after which she becomes barren. This as

sertion is ungrounded, since in all animals the

first and last litters are always the least nume

rous. This philosopher erred also, as well as

all the naturalists that came after him, in main-

taining that the lioness had but two nipples,

it-beinga certain and well known fact that she

has fuur, as may be known by simple iIISpCC-

tion. He likewise asserts that the lion, bear,

and fox, are unformed at their birth ; but. it

is now known that these animals are brought

forth a perfect as any other, and that their

members are ditinct and developed. He says
too that the lions copulate in a backward

disposition ; but from a bare inspection it is

demonstrable that they engender in the same

manner as other quadru peds. I have noticed

these errors in AristoIe minuteli-, as the

authority of such a great man has misled all

authors wb.o have since given the history of

animals.
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