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swift, marked with long stripes, and exceeding

the lion in size ; nor has Gesner, nor the other

"inodern naturalists, who have treated of the

tiger, added any thing to these observations of

the ancients.

In the French language all those skins of

which the hair is short, and are marked with

round and distinct spots, are called tiger-skins,

and travellers sharing in this error, have called

all animals so marked by the general name of

tigers ; even the academy of sciences have

been borne away by this torrent, and have

adopted the appellatioa to all, alt hotigh by

dissection they found them. materially different.

The most genera! cause, as we intimated in

the article of the lion, of these ambiguous terms

in Natural history, arose from the necessity of

giving names to the unknown productions of

the New World, and thus the animals were

called after such of the old continent to whom

they had the smallest resemblance. From the

general denomination of tiger to every animal

whose skin was spotted, instead of one species

of that name, we now have nine or ten, and

consequently the history of tlwse animals is

exceedingly embarrassed, writers have applied

to one species what ought to have been ascribed

to another.

To dispel the confusion which necessarily

results
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