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10 . BUFFON’S

and that this animal has thriven and multi-
plied so fast, as to have become almost as nu-
merous therc now as it isin {jurope. It is the
same also with the ass, which has thriven
equally in these warm climates, and from
which mules have heen produced, that are
more serviceable than the lamas for carrying
heavy loads over the mountainous parts of
Chili and Peru. 'The Zebrais also an animal
of the old continent, and which, perhaps,
las never been even seen in the new ; it seems
to require a particular climate, and is found
only in that part of Africa which lies between
the Equator and the Cape of Good Hope.
Oxen were unknown in the islands and on
the continent of South America. Soon after the
discovery of these countries, the Spaniards
transported bullsand cows to them from Eu-
rope. In1550 oxen wereemployed, for the first
time, in tilling the ground in the valley of Cus-
co. On thecontinent these animals multiplied
prodigiously, as well as in the islands of St.
Domingo, Cuba, Barlovento, &c. and in many
places they even became wild. The species of
horned cattle found at Mexico, Louisiana, &c.
which is called the wi/d ox or Bison, is not
produced from the European oxen. The bison
exisied in America before our race was car-
ricd thither; and from the latter he is so dif-

ferent
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