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to those animals which in the language ofPeru

are called pelon icliialh oquitli. It is the same

with almost all the other animals of the New

World, whose names were so strange and bar

barous to the Europeans, that they endeavour

ed to apply others to them, from the resern

blance they had to those of the 01(1 continent,

but they were often from affinities too remote to

justify the application. Five or six species of

small anitials were named hares, or rabbits,

merely because their flesh was palatable food.

They called cow and elk an animal without

horns, although it had no affiiity to either, ex

cept a small resemblance in the form of the

body. But it is unnecessary at present to

dwell upon the false denominations which

have been applied to the animals of America,

because I shall endeavour to point out and

correct them when we come to treat of each of

those animals in particular.

We find, then, that all our domestic ani-

mals, and the largest animals of Asia and

Africa were unknown in the New World ; and

the same remark extends to several of the less

considerable species, of which we shall now

proceed to make a cursory mention.

The gazelles, of which there are various

kinds, and of which some belong to Arabia,

others to the East Indies, and some to Africa,

all
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