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ture had not had time to establish all her plans,

or to display their full extent; that the men

are cold arid the animals diminutive, because

the ardour of the former, and the largeness of

the latter, depend on the heat and salubrity

of the air; and t1ia, in the course of a few

centuries when the lands are cultivated, the fo

rests cut down, the rivers confined within

proper charnels) and the marshes drained, this

very country w ill l)CCOflR the most fruitful,

healthy, and opulent iii the world ; as it ap

pears already in every part which has been cul

tivtcd by man. We mean not to infer that

large animals would then be produced, fort he

tapir and cabiai will never attain the size of

the elephant or hippopotamus, but those

which may be transported there will nolonger

diminili. By degrees man will, fill up the

vacuums in these immense territories, which,

when (1FCOvered, were perfect desarts.

The first writers who rcCOr(iC(l the conquests

of the Spaniards, to heighten the glory ci their

arms exaggerated the number oft heir enemies ;

but is it "ossible for any reasonable man to

credit that there were millions of inhabitants

at Cuba and St. Domingo, when those writers

admit there was neither a monarchy, a repub

lic, nor scarcely any society among them ;

and that in these t so neighbouring

islandg
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