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the same animal; and not less true do I con

ceive it that our panther is the same with the

panther of the ancients, notwithstanding the

distinctions which have been attempted to be

made by Linnaus, Brisson, and other riomen

clators, as they perfectly resemble each other

in every respect but size, and that may safely

be ascribed to confinement and want of exer"

cisc. This difference of size at first perplexed

me, but after a scrupulous examination of the

large skins sold by the furriers with that of

our own, I had not the smallest doubt of their

being the same animals. The panther I have

described, and two other animals of the same

species kept at Versailles, were brought from

Barbary. The two first were presented to the

French King by the Regency of Algiers, and

the third was purchased for his Majesty of an

Algerine Jew.

It is particularly necessary to observe, that

neither of the animals we are now describing
can be classed with the pardus of Liunmus, or

the leopardus of Brisson, as they are described

with having long spots on the belly, which i

a characteristic that belongs neither to the

panther, ounce,
orleopard, and yet the panther

of the ancients has it, as well as the pardus of

Gcsncr, and the panthera of Alpinus; but

from the researches I have made I am con.

yinced
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