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dwellings about two feet arid a half in

diame-terand sometimes larger, in which is often au

association of several families. These babita.

lions are not for the purpose of resorting to, in

order to sleep like the marmots, for five or six

months, but to obtain a shelter from the in-

clemency of the weather; they are of a round

form, and covered with a dome about a foot

thick; the materials for making which are

herbs and rushes interwoven together, and ce

mented with clay, which they prepare with

their feet; these huts are impenetrable by the

rain, and secured from the effects of inunda

tions by being elevated on the inside, and tho'

covered with snow several feet thick in the

winter these animals do not seem to be incom

moded by this circumstance. They do not

provide a stock of provisions for that season,

but dig a sort of passages round their dwell

ings, for the purpose of procuring roots ai1d

water. As winter is not their season of love,

they reap but little advantage from associa

ting. All this period they remain totally
deprived of light, and therefore no sooner
has the mild breath of spring begun to
dissolve the snow) aud uncover the tops of
their little mansions, than the huntsmen open
their dome suddenly, dazzle them with the

light, and kill or seize all those who have not

obtained
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