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which pouch contains the 1cat-. Theyoun

enter into this pouch to stick, and soon acquire

the habit of hidingthemselves in it, so that they

retire thither whenever they are frightened.

This pouch opens and shuts according to the

will of the animal ; \vlliclI it eflcts by several

muscles and two bones, which are peculiar to

the opossum; these two bones are about two

inches in length, placed by the os pubis, they

decrease gradually from the basis to the extre

mities, and support the muscles which open the

pouch ; the antagonists of these muscles serve

to shut it so exactly, that in the living animal

the opening cannot be seen, without forcibly

dilating it with the lingers. The inside ofthis

pouch is full ofkernels, which conttin a yellow

substance, the smell of vilich is so offensive)

that it infects the hok' body of hean inial ; yet

when this matter is dried, it not, only loses it

disagreeable smell, hut acquires a

which may be compared to that of musk.

This pouch is not, as Marcgravc and Piso

have falsely asserted, the place in which th

young are conceived ; the feiiiaic opossum. 1ia

an internal womb, diflèrcnt indeed from that

of other animals, but in which the young ate

conceived, and remain till they arc bouIit

forth. Tyson says that in this animal there
'
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