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NATURAL HISTORY. 255

agrecable by their bad smell, and by the slow-
ness and stupidity which accompany theirac.
tions and manners.

}l

THE ELEPHANT.

Epre—

THE Elephant, the human species except-
ed, is the most considerable animal of this
world ; hiesurpasses all terrestrial beings in size,
and approaches ncar to man in understanding,
as much, at lcast, as matter can approach to
mind. The elephant, dog, beaver, and ape,
of all the animated beings, have the most ad-
mirable instinct; but this instinct, which is
only the product of all the interior and exterior
faculties of the animal, manifests itself very
differently in every onc of thesc species. The
dog is naturally as crucl and bloody as the
wolf; bat his ferocious nature is to be cone
quered by gentleness : he ouly differs from the
other animals of prey, by possessing a degree
of sensibility, which makes him susceptible of
affection, and capable of attachment: He has

from nature this disposition, which man has
cultivated
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