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truth; and ifit is certain, that captive elephants

live one hundred and twenty or thirty years ;

those who are free, and enjoy all the COUVCflL

enccs and rights of Nature, must live at least

Iwo hundred; besides, if their gestation lasts

two years, an(l thirty years are required to

bring them to their full growth, we may be

assured that their life extends to the term we

have mentioned. It is not so much the capti

vity, as the change of climate which shortens

their existence: whatever care is taken of the

elephant, he does not live long in temperate,

and still shorter ii cold climates. The dc

pliant which the Kinof Portugal sent to Louis

XIV. in 1668, and who was then but four

years old, died in his seventeenth, in January

1681, and lived only thirteen years in the me

nagerie of Versailles, where he was treated

with care and tenderness, and fed with profu

SOn ; he had every day four score pounds of

bread, twelve pints of wine, two buckets of

porridge, with four or five pounds of bread in

it, the last was changed every other day for

two buckets of rice boiled in water, without

reckoning what was given him by visitors.

He had, besides, every (lay a sheaf of corn to

amuse himself; for, after eatingu the ears, he
made large whisps of the straw, and used them
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