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to drive away the flies. He delighted in breakto

the straw in small bits, which lie did with

great dexterity with his trunk ; and as he was

led to walk daily, he pulled arid cat the grass.

The elephant who was lately at Naples, though

the heat is greater than at Paris, lived there

but a few years. Those which have been

transported to Pctersburgli perished sucCes

sively, riotwithtanding they were well shelter

ed, covered, and warmed with stoves; conse

quently, we may conclude, that this animal

cannot live in a stale of nature, nor multiply

in Europe. But I am surprised that the

Por-tuguese,who first knew the use and value of

-these animals-in the East Indies, did not trans

port them into the warm climate of Brasil,

-where they might have propagated, if left at

liberty.
" The common colour of the elephant is of

ash grey, or blackish. White ones, as we have

observed, are extremely scarce: and some have

been seen in the Indies of a reddish colour;

these and the white are much esteemed ; but

.these varieties are so scarce, that they cannot

be considered as a race distinct from the spe

cies, but rather s accidental qualities peculiar

to individuals; for otherwise, the countries of

the white, red, and black elephants would be

known, as well as the climates of white, red,

and
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