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THE RHINOCEROS.

-

AFTER the elephant the Rhinoceros

(/1g. 124) is the most powerful ofquadrupeds;

lie is at least twelve feet in length, from the ex

tremity of the snout.to the tail; six or seven

feet in height, and the circumference of his

body is nearly equal to his length. In bulk,

therefore, he nearly resembles the elephant, and

if he appears smaller, it is because his legs are

shorter in proportion thanthose ofthe elephant.

But he differs widely from that sagacious ani

mal by his natural faculties and intelligence,

having received from Nature merely what she

grants in common to all animals. He is de

prived of all feeling in his skin; he has no or

gan to answer the purpose of hands, to give
him a distinct sense of touching; instead of a

trunk he has only a moveable lip, in which

centres all his dexterity. He is superior to other

animals only in strength, magnitude, and the

offensive weapon, which he carries upon his

nose, aud which is peculiar to him. This

Weapon
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