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32 .- BUFFON’S

-

8. The Bubalus of the Greeks and Ro-
mans, is not the buffalo, nor the small ox of
Belon ; but the animal that the gentlemen of
the Academy has described under the name
of the cow of Barbary. 'Thisappears clear
from Aristotle placing the bubalus with the
stags and fallow deer, and not with the oxen.
In other parts, he speaks of him among the
vocbucks, and says, that he but badly defends
himself with bis horns, angd that he flies from
ferocious animals. Pliny, in speaking of the
wild oxen of Germany, says, thatit is through
ignorance that the commen people give the
name of bubalus to these oxen, for the bu-
balus is an animal of Africa, which in some
measure resembles a calf or a stag.  The bu-
balus is then a timid animal, who has no other
resource than by flight to avoid the attack of
ferocious animals, who consequently from this
circumstance must be swift, and possess somes
thing of a make between the calf and a stag :
all these characters, not one of which apply
to the buffalo, arc found perfectly united in
the figure of the animal whieh Horatius Fon«
tana sent to Aldrovandus, and of which the
gentlemen of the Academy have givena figure
and description under the name of the cow of
Barbary ;
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