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NATURAL IIISTORY. A9

proceeds from the compression of the loads,
and in thesecond from the abundance of food ;
for it disappears whein the animal is lean and
poorly fed. Some enslaved and hunched oxen
might have escaped or been abandoned in the
woods, and where their posterity would be
loaded with the same deformity, which, far
from disappearing, may have encreased by the
abundance of food peculiar {o uncultivated
countries, so that this second breed would
spread over all the desart lands of the nortli
and south, and pass into the New Continent,
like other animals, whose nature can support
the cold. What still more confirms the iden-
tity of the species of the bison and aurochs, is,
the bisons of North America haye sostrong a
smell, that they have been called Musk Oxen
by most travellers 5 and, at the same time, we
find, by the accounts of many persons, that
the aurechs, or wild ox of Prussia and Livo-
nia, has the same scent of musk.

There remains, therefore, but two species,
the bufflo and the ox, out of all the names
placed at the head of this article, each of which
the ancient and modern naturalists have treated
as separate and distinct. These two animals,
although greatly resembling each othcr, both
domestic, often living under the same roof; and
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