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The only differcnce betwixt the muflon and
our sheep is, that the first is covered with hair
instead of wool; but we have alrcady observed,
that even in domestic sheep the wool is not
an essential character, but a production of tem-
perate climates, since in hot countries these
same sheep have no wool, and are all covered
with hair ; and that, in cold countrics, their
wool is as coarse as hair. Ience it is not
astonishing that the primitive wild sheep, whe
must have endured cold and heat, have lived
and incrcased without shelter in the woods and
deserts should not be covered with wool, which
he would soon be deprived of among the
thickets; and its nature would, in a short time,
be changed by the action of the air, and in-
temperaturc of the scasons. Besides, when a
he-goat copulates with a domestic ewe, the
produce is a kind of muflon, for the lamb is
covered with hair, and is not a barren mule,
but a mongrel, which returns towards the
original species, and which appears to indicate,
that the goats and domestic. sheep have some-
thing in common with their origin; and, as we
know by experience,. that the he-goat very
readily copulates with the ewe, but that the
ram is incapable of impregnating the she-goat,
i{ is not to be doubted, that, when these ani-
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