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perhaps, be sufficiently understood. Thatall
the different oxen produce together, we have
demonstrated by the experience of M. de la
Nux, and the testimonies of Messrs. Mentzelius
and Kalin; that the sheep also produce with
one another, with the muflon, and even with
the he-goat; I know from my own experience.
All the different kinds of oxen, therefore, are
no more than one species, and all the sheep
but another, however extended the genus of
both may be.

I shall never cease to repeat (secing the inr-
portance of the subject) that it is not by trivial
particular characters we can judge of Nature,
or distinguish the species; that methodical
arrangements, far from elucidating the History
of Animals, serve but to obscure it by multi-
plying unnccessary denominations and species
by making arbitrary genera which are notin
Nature, and perpetually confounding real
beings with imaginary creatures; by giving
false ideas of the characteristics of the species,
and mixing or separating them without foun-
dation, without knowledge, and often without
having scen a single individual. It 1s hence
that our nomenclators constantly deceive
themselves, and write almost as many errors
as lines. We have already given so many

examples of this, that he must be blindly
prejudiced
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