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miserably formed, that they scarcely have the

faculties of moving or of eating; with pain

they drag on a languishing life in the solitude

of a desart, and cannot subsist in the inhabited

regions, where man and powerful animals

would have soon destroyed them.

The tapir is of the size of a small cow or

zebu, but without hoTns or tail; his legs are

short, and his body arched like that of a hog.

When young his coat is spotted like that of

the stag, and afterwards becomes of an uni

form dark brown colour. His head is thick

and long, with a kind of trunk like the rhino

ceros; he has ten cutting teeth, and ten grind'.

ers, in each jaw; a character which separates

him entirely from the ox, and other rumi

nating animals. As we have only some skins

of this animal, and a drawing which M. de la

Condamine favoured us with, we cannot do

better than refer to the descriptions given of

him from life, by Marcgrave* and Barrerel,

at the same time, subjoiniig what travellers

and historians have said concerning him.

The tapir appears to be a dull and gloomy

animal,

" Marcgrave's Hist. Brasil.

The tapir, or, as he is sometimes called, the Maipouri,

s an amphibious animal, being as much in the water as

land; he -has very short hair, interspersed with black and

white hairs. Not. Hist.par Barrrc.
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