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animal, who never stirs out but in the night,*

and delights in the wter, where he oftener lives

than upon land: he chiefly lives in marshes, and

seldom goes far from the borders of rivers or

lakes. When alarmed, pursued, or woonded,

he plunges into the water, and remains under

it until lie has passed to a considerable distance.

These customs, which he has in common with

the hippopotamus, have made some nal uralists

imagine him to be of the same species; but

they differ as much from each outer in nature

as the climates are distant which they inhabit.

To be assured of this, there needs no more

than to compare the descriptions we have rc

cited, with those we have given of the iiippo

potamus. Although the tapir inhabits the wa

ter, lie 4oes not feed upon fish; and although

his month is armed with twenty:sharp and in.

ciive teeth, he is not arnivorous. He lives

upon plants and roots, and makes no use. of

his weapons against other animals. He is ofa

mild and timid nature, and flies from every

attack or danger. His legs are short, and his

body heavy, but, notwithstanding, he runs

very swift, and swims still better than-he runs.

His skin is ofa very iirrn texture, and so bound

together

Sonnini says, that it is true the tapir goes our Princi

pally in the night, but he is also to be met with in the day.
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