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NATURAL HISTORY. 119

of taking and hunting him. As his description
cannot.be applied to the clk,and as he gives,at
the same time, the manner of hunting the stag,
the fallow-deer, the wild goat, the chamois
goat, &c. it cannot be.supposed, that under
the article of the rangier he intended to speak
of any of those animals, or that he was de-
ccived in the application of the name.

It appears, then, from these positive testi-
monies, that the rein-deer formerly existed in
I'rance, atleast in the mountainous parts, such
as the Pyrennees, ncar which Gaston Phaebus
dwelt as lord of the county of Foix, and that
since his time they had been destroyed like the
stags, who were heretofore common in this
country. It is certain that the rcin-deer is
now to be found only in the most northern
countries; but we also know, that the climate
of France was formerly much more damp
and cold, occasioned by the number of woods
and morasses, which have since been cut down
and drained. By the letter of the Emperor
Julian, we learn what was the rigour of cold
at Paris in his time : the description he gives

of

fallow-deer, but more bulky ; he is hunted with dogs, but he
is more commonly shot with arrows, or taken in snares.
He feeds in the same manner as the stag and fallow-deer, and
fives to a great age. La Fener'e de Jacques Dufouidlouns
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