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NATURAL MISTORY. 155

are the form and size of the forehead, which
is less elevated and shorter in the chamois than
in the goat, and the form of the nose, which is
more contracted ; so that in these two, the cha-
mois bears a greater resemblance to the ram
than to the goat. But supposing, for which
there is much reason, that the chamois is a con-
stant variety of the species of the he-goat, as
the bull-dog and greyhound are fixed varieties
m the species of the dog, we shall see that
these differences in the size of the forehead and
the position of the nose, are not nearly so great
in the cliamois, relatively to the goat, as in
the bull-dog relativeto the greyhound, which,
nevertheless produce together, and are cer-
tainly of the same species. In other respects,
as the chamois rescmbles the goat by a grea-
ter number of characters than the ram, if it
constitute a particular species, it must neces-
sarily be an intermediate one betwixt the
goat and the ram. We have observed, that
the he-goat and the sheep produce together,
therefore the chamois, which is an interme-
diate species between the two, and at the
sune time is much nearer the goat than the
ram, by the number of resemblances, ought to
copulate with the she-goat and consequently
must not be considered but as a variety con-
stant in this species.
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