
164 B1J1!IYON'S

rnai. " The chamois is a wild animal, yet

very docile; he iflhla.l)itS only rocks and moun

tains. He is about the size of a domestic goat

and resembles him in many respects. He is.

most agreeably, lively, and active beyond ex-

His hair is short like that of the

doe; in spring it is of an ash-colour; in sum

mer rather yellow; in autumn a deep yellow

mixed with black, and in winter ofa blackish

brown. The chamois are found in great

numbers in the mountains of Daupbiny, Pied

mont, Savoy, Switzerland, and (germany:

they live sociably together, and are found ir

flocks of from eight to fifteen or twenty, and

sometimes they are., seen to the number of

from sixty to a hundred dispersed in small

flocks upon the crags of a nlo'ln(ain. The

large males keep separate from the rest, except

in their rutting-time, when they approach the

females. During this time they have a very

strong smell; they bleat often and run from

one mountain to another. The time of their

coupling is from the beginning of October o

the end of November, and they bring forth iii

March and April. The young female receives

the male at a year and ahialfold. I1h1eyoufl
follow the darn for about five months, and

sometimes longer, if the hunters, or the wolves,
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