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duces the oriental bezoar. If we consult other

naturalists and travellers, we shall be tempted

to believe that this stone is the production not

only of gazelles but of wild and domestic

goats, and even sheep, the formation of which

probably depends more on the temperature of

the climate, and the quality of the food, than

on the nature or the species of the animal..

If we believe Rumphius, Seba, and some other

authors, the true oriental bezoar is the pro

duction of apes and not of gazelles, goats, or

sheep. But this opinion of Rumphius and

Scba is riot founded, for we have seen many

of these concretions, to which the name of ape

bezoar has been giver), but they are quite

different from the oriental bezoar, which is

certainly produced by a ruminating animal,

and is easily distinguished from all other

bezoars by its shape, substance, and colour,

which is generally that of an olive, and brown

within, while the occidental bezoar is of a pale

yellow. The substance of the first is soft and

porous ; that of the last hard, dry, and as it

were petrified. Besides, as prodigious quan

tities of the oriental bezoar was consumed in

the last century; and as it was used in Eu

rope and Asia for all cases in which oir present

physicians give cordial medicines, and anti-
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