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Jias a similar bag near the navel, but that the

humour which gathers there, has not the same

6mell ; that this tumour of the imile is only
filled with musk at the rutting. lime, and that

at other times the quantity of this humour is

less, and the odoriferous scent much weaker.

In respect to the musk itself, its essence, or

pure substance, is, perhaps, as little known as

the nature of the animal which produces it.

All travellers agree, that the musk is always
mixed and adulterated with blood, or some

other drugs, by those who sell it. The Chinese

not only increase the quantity by this mixture,

but they endeavour likewise to increase the

W, ~ by incorporating with it lead veryciaht

finely ground. The purest musk, and that

which is the most sought after, even by the

Chinese themselves, is that which the animal

deposits upon-trees or. stones, against which

he rubs himselfwhen the quantity becomes too

great, or renders the pouch uneasy. That

which is founcl,in the bag is seldom so good,

because it is not fully ripe, ox because perhaps

it is only in. their rutting season that it acquires

all its strength and smell; and that it is at this

time the animal endeavours to disburtlicu

himself of a matter which then causes violent

itchings, and possibly sonic degree of pain.

Chardin and Tavernier have both. described

the
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