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tusks, or catine teeth, the two shortest of

which shoot out of the lower jaw, like those of

the will boar, and the to others, which come

from te tipper jaw, pierce the cheeks, or ra

ther the upper part of the lips, and rise in a.

curve almost to he eyes. The tusks' are a

very beautiful ivory, much smoother aud liner,

but not so hard as that of the elephant".

The position and the directin of these twQ.

upper tusks,which. rise upright, and then, bend

in the form of a circle, have made some skilful'

naturalists, such as Grew, imagine that these

husks ought not to be looked upon as teeth, but.

as horns. They founded their opinion upoa

the circumstance that in all animals the sockets

of the teeth in the upper jaw open downwards;.

that in the babiroussa, as in the other ani

mals, the sockets are turned downwar(ls, ex

cept those of these two great' tusks, which, on

the contrary, are turned upwards ; and they

concIudeclfrint ilwnc, that from this essen

tial characfrr of the upper teeth, these tusks,

whose sockets are directed uwards, ought to

l looked' uvon as horsis. and not as teeth.

But these philosophers, were deceived ; the

position or direction is only a circumstance,

and not essential to tlieexistence of an object.
Thesetusks, though situate in anopposite man

ner t%-that of the other teeth, is only a singu..

larity
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