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their own accord and power, as soon as the

point has ma an entrance. This lasc cirwnm

stance is pnrdv imagi arv, . itliout any fttn

datlo'!, and the firs is as false as tile S,~Colld.

T,10. error sCenS to have at isen fim this ani

mal raising his prckks u rjoi t hen he is

irrita'ed ; and as some o them are only in

serted into the skin by a small pellicic they

easily tall off. We have had nialiy living por

CU 'ines, but never saw them dart any of the-jr

quills, even though violently agitated. It is

a matter of aston isli meat, therefore, that the

gravest author, both ancient and modern, as

swell as the most sensible travellers, should joirl

in opinion res1ectinga circuinstance so entirely

false. Some affirm that they have been

wounded by this sort of darting; others, as

sert that the quills are darted with such ven

geance, as to l)ierc a plank at a great distance.

The marvellous commonly is pleasingly be

lieved, anti increases in proportion to the num

ber of hands it passes through. Truth, on the

contrary, diniinihcs in the same degree; and

in Spite O 1110 positive ncga ye which 1 have

placed on these two fictions, I UlD persuaded,

that many future wrilers iviii (hi-it the

porcupine
darts his quills t




C) a aitu

that when those quills arc ted from the

body
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