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hamster has been attributed to a certain de«

gree of cold; but although that may be the

casc with bats and dormice, yet it is necessary

with this animal that he should also be deprived

of the impression of the air; for if he be shut
up in a cage, and put ina room where water

will freeze, he will not become torpid ; but if

that cage is buricd some feet under the earth,

-and so covered that the air cannot penetrate to
him, he will in the course of a few days become

equally so as if he were in an babitation of his

own framing. The cage being brought up

the animal soon recovers in the air, and if put

under the earth Le sinks again into his torpid
state ; and this be will continue to do as long

as there is any frost. I'he same circumstance
takes place if they arc dug out of their holes

-during their torpor, after being a few hours cx-
posed totheair, they invariably awake, whether

‘it is night or day, which proves that light is
not part of the cause. In recovering from his

torpid state the limbs of the hamster first begin

to lose their stiffness, he then breathes, but at

longintervals ; by degrecs opens his mouth and

_eyes; at length he endeavours to get upon his
legs, and continues his cfforts until he has ac-

. ¢complished that point ; when after standing per-
fectly
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