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NATURAL HISTORY. 48

THE SABLE.

ALMOST every naturalist has treated of
this animal witliout knowing any thing more
of it than its skin. M. Gmelin is the first
who has given its figure and description, from
having seen two living oncs at the Governor’s
of Tobolski. ¢“The sable (says lie) resembles
the marten in his shape and habit of body, and
the weasel in the number of his teeth: he has
six long incisive teeth, a little turned back,
two long canine teeth in the lower jaw, and very
sharp small teeth in the upper; he has very
large whiskers about the mouth; and his feet
arc broad, and armed with five claws. These
characters were ‘common to these two sables,
bat one of them was of a dark brown, ex-
cepting the ears and throat, where the hair was
.rather yellow ; the other, which was smaller
was of a more yellowish tincture, its ears and
throat being also much paler.  These are the
colours they both have in winter, and which
they change in the spring, the former be-
coming of a yellowish brown, the other of a
pale ycllow. I have often admired, continues
M. Gmelin, the agility of these animals.
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