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passages on theskies ofthe head; whiskers about

its month ; teeth somewhat resembling those

of the wolf; the tongue forked at the point ;

the body, hands, and fee', covered with a short

and bristly hair ; no arms but. two membranes,

like hands, with five fingers terminated by a

many claws; no legs but two feet exactly like

the hands, except being larger and turned

backwards, as if designed to unite with a very

short tail, which they accotnpany on each side;

the body is thickest at the breast from whence

it tapers down to the tail like a fish. He is so

trangcan animal that he appears lictitious,an(1

has served as a model for the poets to form

their Irilons, syrens, and other sea deities,

whom they feigned to have the head of a man,

the body of a quadruped, and the tail of a

fish. In fact, he seems to reign superior in

the mute empire of the sea, by his voice,

figure, and intelligence, which he possesses

equally w ith any land animal; he is so far

above the order of fishes, that he seems not

only to belong to a different order of beings,

but to a different world. Hence though of

a nature very distant from that of our do

mèstic animals, yet he seems susceptible of a

kind of education. He is reared by putting

him often in water; lie is taught to give a salute

with his head and his voice; he will come
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