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that described by Mr. 1.arsons was seven feet

and a half lung, though not arrived at its full

growth, as it wanted several tec.t}i. Now the

characters given by the ancients of l heir phoca
do not denoc so large an animal, but agree
with the small seal, which they often compare

to the otter and beaver.

There is another circumstance mentioned by

the ancients as beiongiu to the l)11C, which,

though false, could never havebecu intimated as

belonging to our seals, or those of the northern

seas. They say that the phoca's hair waves like

the sea, and by a natural sympathy f 1 lows its

Motions, lying' backward w hci it flows and

forward when it ebbs, and that this remarkable

efNct remains long after the skin is separated

from the animal. Now this could never be

attributed to our seals, nor to those of the

northern seas, since the hair of both is short

and stiff; while, on the contrary, it rat her

agrees with that of the small seal, which is

longer, and of a more supple niture than the

hair of the common kind. Besides, Car(lan

positively asser s, that this property, which

had been regarded as fabulous, is found to be

a fact in India. Without placing more de

peidance on this assertioji of Cardan's than it

deserves, we must allow it indicates that this

circumstance bckrngs to the Indian seal, though

possibly
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