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NATURAL HISTORY. 63

that described by Mr. Parsons was scven feet
and a half long, though not arrived at its full
growth, as it wanted several teeth.  Now the
characters given by the ancients of iheir phoca
do not denote so large an animal, but agree
with the small seal, which they often compare
to the otter and beaver.

There is another circumstance meationed by
the ancients as belonging to the phoca, which,
though false, could never havebeen intimated as
belonging to our seals, or those of the northern
seas. 1hey say that the phoca’s hair waveslike
the sea, and by a natural sympathy follows its
motions, lying backward when it flows and
forward when it ebbs, and that this remarkable
effect remains long after the skin is separated
from the animal. Now this could never be
attributed to our scals, nor to those ot the
norithern seas, since the hair of both ts short
and stiff ; while, on the contrary, it rather
agrees with that of the small scal, which 1s
longer, and of a more supple nature than the
hair of the common kind. Besides, Cardan
positively asseris, that this propeity, which
had been regarded as fabulous, is found to be
a fact in India. Without placing more de-
pendance on this assertion of Cardan’s than it
descrves, we must allow it indicates that this

eircamstance belongs to the Indian seal, though
possibly
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