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although mortally wounded, their blood nearly
exhausted, and even stripped of their skins, yet

they still continue alive; and indeed it is a

shocking sight to see them in this condition

wallowing and rolling about in their blood.

These remarks were made on an animal we

killed, about eight feet long; after it was

skinned, and deprived of the greater part of

Its fat, yet it attempted to bite, notwithstand-'

Ing they. had given him many powerful blows

over the head and nose. It even seized a cut

lass with as much vigour as if it had not been

oundcd; after which we pierced it. through

the heart and liver, from whence as much

blood flowed as is contained in a young ox."

The hunting, or perhaps, to speak more

properly, the fishing of these animals is not

very' difficult, and is attended with great profit,

the flesh being good food, and the skin ex

ceedingly serviceable. The Americans fill

them with air, and make a kind of rafts, or

small boats of them : their fat yields a clear

and much sweeter oil than that drawn from

the porpoise, or other cetaceous animals.

To these three kinds of seals already men

tioned we may, perhaps, adda fourth, described

in Anson's voyages by the name ofthe sea-lion.

These are found in great numbers on the

Magellan ic

Recueil des Voyages du Nord. torn. ii, p. 117, &c
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