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THE M14.NATTO

THIS animal is called in French larnant.iri,

and -posed by some to have derived that

name from the irn¬ntabIc cries it makes, but

which is merely fabTous, as it is only a cor

ruption of the real word 7nanati, which in the

Spanish indicates an animal with hands.
nil " 4
i..uulS animal may eier be called the last of

beasts or the first of fishes, for, in fad, it CaR

not positively be pronounced either the on

or the ohcr. The manati (fig 194) partake

of the nature of the former, by its two fore

oror hands; but the hind legs, which are

almost wholly ConcCale(i in the bodies of

the seal a:d walrus, are entirely wanting in

the manati ; instead of two short feet and

a sniall. narrow tail, which the walrus car

lies in an horizontal direction, the manatj irns

only a large tail, which spreads out like a fan,

so that at first sight it seems as if the tail

of the first was divided into three parts, and

that in the latter they were all united into one;

but
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