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shebrings forth butone young at a time, which

1s of a monstrous size at ifs birth. The copu-

lation of these animals cannot be effected on

land, since they are unable te walk, but it is

on the contrary performed in shallow water.

Binel says, that the manati is as big as an ox,

and as round as a tun; that his head is small,
and his tail short; that his skin is rough and
thick like that of an elephant; that there are
some of these animals so large, thatonc of them
will yicld more than six hundred weight of
good eatable flesh ; that his grease is as sweet
as butler 3 that they delight to be near the
mouth of rivers, where they browze upen the
sea weeds, which grow on the banks+ thatat
some few leagues distant from Cayenne, they
arc found in such numbers, that a few men ex-
pert in darting the harpoon, might get sufki-
cicnt to load a vessel in one day. Father Tertre,
who describes the fishery of the manati, agrees
almost in every respect with the authors we
bave quoted ; observing, however, that this
animal has only four toes and four claws on
cach foot, or hand, and adding, that he feeds
on a short vegetable which grows on the sea,
and which he eats nearly in the same manner
as the ox ; that having pastured sufliciently,
fic makes to the rivers and fresh waters, where
0oL, IX. 0O he
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