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water, sometimes in fresh, but seldom very far

from shore. Those which inhabit the sea, and

places Where there are no rivers that they can

enter, come to the mouth of the nearest fresh

water rivers which they find, once or twice in

twenty-four hours. They feed on a narrow

herbage which grows on the sides of the shores,

especially in places where the tides or currents

are not very strong. They never go on shore,

but always keep in . depth of water where

.they can swim. Their flesh is sweet, and very

good food; their skin is also of great utility.

The manali and the tortoise are commonly
found in the same parts of the world, and feed

on the same hcrbagc."*

THE NOMENCLATURE OF APES.

IN the history of these animals we shall not

follow the pedantic method of schools, which

lays

A great number of manatis are to be found along the
low and marshy coasts, and in the vast lakes of Moyacaré,
the most southern part of French Guiana, above the Oya
pok. Small vessels from Cayenne go to the fishery of these
animals, and bring their flesh salted, a gross aliment which
is kept for the negroes. This fishery, which might become
an object of important commerce, should he encouraged; it
would require a small establishment ipon the coast, and
would facilitate the means of acquiring some knowledge of
a country now unknown, and which, at the same time that
it opened new sources of commerce, would prove also an
iexhautibIe mine of wealth to Natural History.
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