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Mould, when once forrned,..must, according to

these laws of affinity, produce a succession of

others exacily resembling the original. By

combining these attributes4, common to animal

and vegetable Nature, lie discovered, that

there existed in both an inexhaustible and re

versible fund of organicand living substance;

a substance as real as the unformed matter; a

substance which continues always in its live as

the other does in its inactive state; a substance

"
universally diffuscd, passing from vegetables

to animals by means of nutrition, returning

from animals to vegetables by the process Of

putrefaction, and maintaining an incessant cir

culaion for the animation ofbeings. Ile also

remarked, that these organic particles existed

in every organized body; that they were

combined in greater or less quantities with

dead matter; That they were more abundant

in animals where all is full of life, and more

scarce in vegetables where the dead matter

predominates, and the living seems to be ex

tinct; where the organic matter, overpowered

by the rude, has neither progressive motion,

sensation, heat, nor life, and is Only manifest

ed by its unfolding and re-production. Re

flecting on the manner each operates., he dis

covere(l, that every living being is a mould

.tiia.t possesses the power of assimilating the

substances
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