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Lure, the first cducatioii, that i, the education
of iiccesity, exacts as much time as in. the

civilized state, because in both the child is

equally weak, and equally slow in its growth,
and collsequeiktly it has need of the care of it

pareiit.s for an equal portion oftime. In short.,
it would infallibly perish if abaiidoued before

the age of thrc years. Now this necessary

habitude, so long continued between the rno

ther and the child, is sufficient, to con-imunL

cate to it all that she possesses; and though we

should falsely siiirnose that this mother,. iii

a state of nature, possesses not any one gifi,

not even that of specch, would not, this loiig

habitude with her child produce a language

Thus this state of pure nature, wherein we

suppose man to be withoutthought auci speech,

is irnagiary, and never had existence. This

needful and long intercourse of parents with

their children produces society in the midst of

a. desart. The family understand each other

by signs and sounds; and this first ray ofintel.

lience, when cherished, cultivated, and con-i
9

municated, unfolds, in the process oftime, all

the buds ofthought; and as this habitual inter.

course could not sustain itself so long without

produci'g
mutual signs and sounds, always re

jeated
and graduilly engraven on the memory

of
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