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The species of the o, of all domestic ani

mals, seems to be that on which its food acts

with the greatest influence. It attains a pro

digious size in those countries where the pasture

is rich and nourishing. The ancients called

the oxen of Ethiopia and some provinces of

Asia by the name ofbull-elephants, because in

those countries they nearly approached the

size of the elephant. The great plenty of

herbage, and its succulent quality, produced

this effect, proofs of which we have in our

own climate. An ox fed on the tops of the

verdant mountains ofSavoy or Switzerland ac

quires twice the bulk ofour oxen ; though the

oxen of Switzerland, like ours, are shut up

in the stable during the greatest part of the

year. The diilèrence arises from their being

admitted to free pasture as soon as the snow is

melted ; whereas in our provinces they are not

permitted to enter the meadows till after the

crop of grass reserved for the horses is carried

off; they are, therefore, neither amply fed nor

properly nourished, and it would prove ex

tremely useful to the nation in general, if a

regulation were made to abolish these useless

pastures, and to encourage enclosures. Cli

mate also has great influence on the nature

of the ox. In the northern parts of both con

tinents, it is covered with a long soft hair re

sembling
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