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in its degradation ; it is naked in the war

mest climates; cloatllc(1 with a thick and coarse

hair in the norliern regions, and adorned

with a beautiful silken coat in Spain and Syria,

where the mildness of the air changes the hair

of most animals into a sort of silk. But in

dependently ofthese external varieties, which

are produced by the influence of climate alone,

the dog is subjected to other alterations which

proceed from its condition, its captivity, or

is state of society 'with respect to mart.

The augmentation, or diminution, of its

size, is caused by the care taken to unite

the great with the small individuals. The

shortness of the ears and tail proceeds also

from the hand of man. Dogs 'which have had

their tails and ears cut for a few generations

transmit those defects wholly, or partly, to their

descendants. I have seen dogs whelped with

out tails, which I at first took for individual

monsters; but I am since assured that this breed

exists, and is perpetuated by generation.' The

long and hanging ear, which is the mostgenc

ial and certain markofdomcstic slavcry,is it not

common to almost every dog? Among thirty

different races of which the species is at present

composed,onlytwo
or three have preserved their

primitive
cars; the shepherd's dog, the wolf-

dog,
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