http://www.geology.19thcenturyscignce.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
%

354 BUFFON'’S

one female, and never changes, the young oneg
demonstrate the fidelity of their parents by
their entire resecmbiance to them. In those
species, on the contrary, where the females
often change the male, as in the stag, for in-
stance, there are a number of varieties ; and
as there is not in nature a single individual
which perfectly resembles another, the number
of varieties in animals is in proportion to the
greater or less frequency of their produce. In
species where the female produces five or six
young oncs, three or four times a year, the
number of varieties must necessarily be greater
than in those where the produce is annual, and
a single one. Yhe inferior sp{;cies, therefore,
which producc oftener, and in greater numbers
than the larger, are subject to more varieties.
Size of body, which secmsonly to be a relative
quality, ncvertheless possesses positive attris
butes in the laws of Nature. 'FThe large spe«
cies is as fixed as the small is changeable.
We shall be convinced of this fact by enu-
meraling the varicties which take place in the
large and small animals.

In Guinea the wild boar has very long ears,
turned backwards. Ian China he has a large
pendant belly, and very short legs, At Cape
Verd, and in other places, his tusks are very

large
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