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which a nation’s glory 1s continued, dnd its strength
upheld.

What I have said of nations, is true also of
families or households like our own. If we have
received a goodly inheritance we ought to transmit
it unimpaired to our children. It matters not to
us that the light of truth has been shed abroad
by those who have gone before us, if we be living
in intellectual darkness. It is not our honour,
but our shame, that the wise and good have dwelt
within these walls, if they have now no living re-
presentatives. Self-examination is therefore among
the most important duties of this solemnity: nor
is it to be a mere idle and inoperative retrospect,
but must be followed by prayer against intellectual
pride and presumptuous sins—prayer for support in
those resolves of which our consciences approve—
prayer above all for that spirit which will lift us
above the temptations of the world. If we be
endowed with this temper, we bring a hallowed
offering to the altar, and cannot doubt that the
incense of our praise will mount up to the throne of
grace, and bring down a blessing on our household.

By the arrangements of Providence, things
which to us secem good and evil are so blended
in this life, that in the annual celebration of so-
cieties like our own, we are seldom permitted to
meet with feelings of unmixed joy. In thinking
of the past glories of our body and of the mighty
minds by which its animation has been continued,
it is impossible for any one who has dwelt within
its walls but a few short years, not to be struck
with the changes in its moral aspect—not to he
reminded of carly prospects blighted, of the links
of friendship severed—not 40 have impressed upon
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