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have to do with the laws of fixed and unchangeable

elements: without this condition it leads only to the

extension and complication of error. In moral and

psychological, questions (for example) where all the

elements are ill defined, the analytic is the only

method of approaching truth. Logic may teach us

to disentangle sophistry, to marshal our ideas, and

to limit our conclusions: but it cannot, without a

miracle, draw fixed consequences from unfixed ele

ments. Those who, on psychological questions,

have dealt in the forms of deductive proof, have

perhaps done the least harm when they have allowed

the imagination entirely to usurp the seat of reason.

Their works may then amuse and instruct mankind,

though not perhaps in the way the authors first

intended. But the affectation of the language of

synthetic demonstration on moral questions, has,

almost without exception, been followed by practical
evils; giving rise to a train of shallow reasoners,

venders of trifling propositions, or propagators of

antisocial paradoxes.

NOTE (B), P. 17.

WHEN the great bodies of our system are de

scribed as revolving in vacuo about the sun, we

merely understand by such words, that they revolve

in a space offering no sensible resistance to their

motions; and even this assumption must now be

modified, for the most attenuated of these bodies

(the comets) probably meet with a resistance sen

sibly changing the periods of their return. That

Newton did not suppose the existence of an exten

sive vacuum within the limits of our system, is cvi-
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